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OF DENVER AUGUST 2019

Feast of the Transfiscuration of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
August €
Matthew 17-1—9
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Pastoral Reflections from Fr.

DORKITTION OF THETHTYSS
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Catechetical School

Why Do We Bless Grapes for the Feast of Transfiguration? By Professor Panagiotis Skaltsis
From: www.johnsandinopoulos.com
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According to Professor Skaltsis, this tradition
offering of wheat and grapes, as a blessing of firsfruits, had the character of being a thanksgiving
to God, O6Who has given them for our sustenance

Canons and traditions t hat -lmabeteeen the gadesandthet hat t

Di vine Eucharist.dé He points out that by the en
separation of thefirstf r ui t s from the offering of the Euchail
question of why we bless grapes on the Feast of the Transfiguration. He continues citing traditions

of the blessing of grapes on August 6, August 15, and September 14. The timing seems to be

dependent of the climate of the region and the expected ripening of the fruit. You may read the

rest of the story on the Mystagogy website.

AUGUST FEAST DAYS8 Hronia Polla to all who celebrate their name day in August!

(The fast for the Dormition begins on August 1.)

August 60 The TransfigurationofourlLord - ( B/ essi ng of the ofirst fru.

August 100 St. Laurence the Holy Martyr & Archdeacon of Rome

August 13- St. Tikhon the Wonderworker

August 150 The Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos

August 27 8 St. Phanourios the Great Martyr and Newly Appeared of Rhodes

August 29 8 The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John
Strict fast day

August 30 d Sts. Alexander, John & Paul, New Patriarch of Constantinople

August 310 The Placing of the Honorable Sash of the Most Holy Theotokos

Why Does Saint Phanourios Hold a Candle in his Icons?
From www.johnsanidopoulos.com (Read more on the website!)

oOWhen the icon of Saint Phanourios was discover
depicted in the icon holding a |Iit candl eéhis n
a |it candle because he reveals | ost things and

you pray to him to help you find a lost item, you are to bake a Phanouropita cake for the soul of

his mother.
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