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Pastoral Reflections from Fr. Mark Pakes 
 

 

Christ Is Risen!!! 

 

Everything was ready, the Church had shed the mournful penitence that had filled the air, 

and had now been transformed from the Saturday morning Liturgy.  The floor had become a car-

pet of beautiful multicolored rose pedals signaling to us that the resurrection of our Lord was im-

minent.  The lilies and the hydrangeas had changed the sanctuary into a garden of fragrant flow-

ers that had been strategically placed in front of the Bishops throne, the Pulpit and the Icons her-

alding His forthcoming resurrection.  All we needed now, were the devoted people of the faith.   

 As the sun began to rest, and darkness set in, the hour was quickly approaching for the 

faithful to come and fill the Church, and they did so, quietly anticipating the illumination of the 

Paschal service.  One by one, two by two, family by family, they were coming to the Church, 

procuring their candles and finding a seat.  The sanctuary, row by row began to slowly fill.  As the 

hour drew closer and closer to midnight, the availability of seats became less and less. There was 

talking with one another, and a buzz became very evident in the Church, indicating that the long 

awaited spiritual journey was about to be celebrated.  By now the Church, the narthex and all the 

way out into the courtyard, was standing room only.  The faithful, the believers, the devoted 

people of God, all had come for one reason and one reason only, to celebrate the resurrection of 

our Lord.  What an expression of the faithful believers from near and far who put all other activi-

ties aside to come and to allow the faith of their hearts become the instrument of their love to-

wards Him.   

As the lights in the Church were about to be turned out, the young Myrrh bearers took their 

places on the Soleas so they could receive the light of resurrection.  It was midnight and the time 

had come, the LIGHT was brought forth òCome Receive the Lightó was chanted as the young la-

dies took the light from the priest and passed it on to the people.  The darkness that had set in 

was now gone, and the light of our Lord had taken over.  With all the electric lights off in the 

Church, you could still see!, the unweaning Light of our Lord had come, the darkness that en-

gulfed us for those few moments, had disappeared and no longer had a hold on us.  

As we exited the Church, we gathered in the courtyard, which was filled from one side to 

the other with the faithful believers all holding lit candles, confirming to anyone who happened 

to go by on Hillcrest Avenue, that Orthodoxy was alive and living at Holy Trinity.  The glory of 

our Lord was being held in our hands through those candles, and as the choir chanted òThy Glori-

ous Resurrectionó over and over, everyone exited the Church, as we were getting closer and clos-

er to proclaiming His resurrection. The reading of the resurrection gospel took place, and at its 

conclusion, the entire courtyard raised their candles and chanted the glorious resurrection hymn 

over and over, òChrist is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to those in 

the tombs bestowing everlasting lifeó, louder and louder, raising their candles as high as they 

could, joyously proclaiming to all ð Christ is Risen! We thank each and every one of the faithful of 

Dallas, Texas and Holy Trinity for your devotion to our Lord and His Church.  We pray that your 

Paschal Celebration was filled with the joyous sounds and blessings that our Lord offers to each of 

us.  We also thank you for having our parish and community become the beacon of His resurrect-

ed light! 

Indeed He is Risen! 
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Sts. Constantine & Helen 

 

St. Constantine and his mother, St. Helen, were among the first to be named òEqual to the 

Apostles.ó Orthodox Christians have a very different opinion of St. Constantine than do many 

historians. The  

following quote from òFr. Billõs Blogó on Ancient Faith blogs helps us understand who he real-

ly was. òAs I said at the beginning, Constantine was not a saint in the usual sense. He was a 

politician, with all the compromises that entails. But no saints begin as saints; they are ordinary 

people who become  

extraordinary. There is every evidence that Constantine became a devout Christian before he 

was done. But we honor him chiefly for what he did for the Church and the world. Constan-

tine ended the Great Persecution of the Church, and through him the Roman Empire became 

Christian. It was because of Constantine that Christendom as we knew it till recently existed, 

and that hundreds of millions of people through the centuries up to our own day have had 

the opportunity to be Christians, to know Christ, to be part of the Church, to attain eternal 

life. In that sense Constantine was a miracle-worker. And the one who set him on that course 

and helped him establish it was his mother Helen. It is right that the Church titles them both as 

òEquals to the Apostlesó.ó 

 

Feast Days in May ð Share the Gospel reading with your children. 

Sundays  

Sunday, 5/05ð Thomas Sunday (John 20:19-31) 

Sunday, 5/12 ð Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women (Mark 15:43-47; 16: 1-8)(Motherõs Day) 

 Sunday, 5/19 ð Sunday of the Paralytic (John 5:1-15) 

Sunday, 5/26 ð Sunday of the Samaritan Woman (John 4:5-42)  

 Weekdays ð ò͗ ϤрϠϜϔɯ͑ϢϞϞϔɂɯto all who celebrate their Feast Day! 

5/05 ð St. Irene, the great Martyr of Thessaloniki 

5/09 ð Isaiah the Prophet (Feast day of Metropolitan Isaiah); St. Christopher  

5/17 ð Holy Ascension 

5/21 - Sts. Constantine and Helen, Equal to the Apostles  

5/22 ð Mid -Pentecost 

 

SUMMER DAYS ð May 19 is the last day of Catechetical School. Classes will resume on August 

18.  Classes are very important and families should make every effort to bring their children 

each Sunday. However, they are only one small part of the total Orthodox education for chil-

dren.  Formal Orthodox education is minimal. Everyday Orthodox education in the home is 

crucial as is frequent  attendance at the services of the Church. Take advantage of the summer 

Sundays to attend Divine Liturgy, as a family, from the beginning of the service.  Our children 

will then learn the importance of worship, actively participating in the Liturgy which is the 

òwork of the people.ó  



 

5 



 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'ÖÓàɯ3ÙÐÕÐÛàɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÖÍɯ#ÈÓÓÈÚ 

(,/.13 -3ɯ --.4-"$,$-32ȵ 

 

 ŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯ'ÐÎÏɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ&ÙÈËÜÈÛÌÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÙɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚ 

George Nikolopoulos Endowment Scholarship  

The George Nikolopoulos Endowment Scholarship Applications are now available for the 2019-20 Academic 

school year. Deadline for submission is May 31th.  

Information for applicants and applications are available on the Greek School website at (http://

www.holytrinity.info/greek -school-information/ ). Please submit completed applications and supporting docu-

ments to the Holy Trinity Greek School, Attention: Presvytera Alexandra Poulos. For questions, feel free to con-

tact Presvytera: htagreek@htadallas.com.  

 

Dr. Nicolas L. Carayannopoulos Endowment Fund 

Philanthropy Aimed at Supporting Educational Aspirations and Hellenic Culture for the community of The Holy 

Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Dallas, Texas 

Aristia Scholarship 

òTo all High School Graduates, whose parents are stewards of Holy Trinity, who have been accepted to a col-

lege or university or to those Students who are already enrolled and studying at a college or university and are 

seeking to complete their undergraduate education, the Committee of the Dr. Nicolas L. Carayannopoulos En-

dowment Fund invites you to apply for the Aristia Scholarship, awarded annually to one girl and one boy based 

on demonstrated educational excellence. The deadline for consideration of your application is May 31, 2019. 

Please submit the following to the Holy Trinity business office, either in person or by certified mail, return re-

ceipt requested: 

Name and contact information and list of extra -curricular activities. 

A typed personal statement of no more than 250 words advising the Committee of your goals and reason 

for your application for the Aristia Scholarship. 

A copy of your high school or college transcript (college GPA must be 2.75 or better). 

If a high school graduate, a copy of your college acceptance letter. 

If a high school graduate, a letter of recommendation for a teacher and one other member of your school 

community (such as a coach or teacher in an extra-curricular activity). 

If a college student, proof of enrollment in the upcoming fall semester of at least 12 hours. 

The Committee looks forward to receiving the applications from our hard -working students!ó 

For any inquiries, contact Presvytera Alexandra Poulos at htagreek@htadallas.com. 

The Dr. Nicolas L. Carayannopoulos Endowment Fund also offers: 

Cultural Assistance  

To promote and underwrite expenses of Parish efforts associated with Hellenic cultural activities  

Parish groups involved in promoting Hellenic Culture, such as, the Hellenic Dancers, may submit requests for 

assistance to the Endowment Fund Committee.  
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